
Aisha is from a Muslim family. She wears a 

headscarf when out in public, as do her 

mum and sisters.  

 

Recently, the family had anti-Muslim 

slogans graffitied on their house but 

haven’t suffered any physical violence. 
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Andrew is a bank manager who is involved 

with a lot of community work helping 

refugees and asylum seekers.  

 

Last month, his BMW was stolen by 

thieves who had never met Andrew before 

and didn’t know he was the owner of the 

car. 
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Anna moved to England from Poland three 

months ago to find work.  
 

She got a job as a waitress in a cafe but a few 

customers were upset that a Polish person was 

working in their cafe and have written letters of 

complaint to her manager asking for her to be 

sacked.  
 

Some of the letters were very abusive and used 

offensive language about Anna. 
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Catherine, who is mixed race, was mugged 

on her way home from work.  
 

The mugger took her phone and purse, but 

didn’t make any comments about her 

race. 
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Charlie is 15 and has lots of female friends 

but has never had a girlfriend.  

 

A group of boys at school have been 

calling him names because they think he is 

gay, and have threatened to beat him up. 
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David is part of a gypsy-traveller community who have 

recently moved onto a field on the outskirts of a town.  
 

Many people in the town are angry about the presence 

of the gypsy-traveller community, and some have 

started throwing rocks through caravan windows.  
 

David came home to find that his caravan had been 

broken into and someone had smashed up his personal 

property.  
 

His neighbour saw the criminals and knows they were 

part of the same group that have been throwing rocks. 
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Mark has Down’s Syndrome.  
 

When walking through the park one day 

with his brother, some teenagers videoed 

them on their phones and uploaded the 

video to YouTube.  
 

Other people posted abusive comments 

on YouTube, calling Mark abusive names. 
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Hate Crime or Crime?  

 
 
Charlie   Hate crime – even if he is not actually gay, as the law covers perception 

too 

 
Andrew  Not a hate crime – it seems likely the crime was not targeted at Andrew 

personally. Some young people may be confused by the reference to 

refugees/asylum seekers – point out that if the car had been stolen by people who 

knew Andrew and objected to his work then it would probably have been 

perceived as a hate crime 

 
Aisha   Hate crime – even though there is no physical harm, the graffiti is criminal 

damage and could also cause psychological harm 

 
Anna   Hate crime – the letters were written because of Anna’s nationality. 

However if the letters had been written because Anna was bad at her job or for 

another legitimate reason then it would not be a hate crime. 

 
Mark   Hate crime – cyberbullying is a serious crime. It may be worth asking 

whether the young people know their online rights, e.g. that they could report the 

video and ask YouTube to remove it. 

 
Catherine    Probably not hate crime – it seems the mugger was after money and 

not deliberately targeting Catherine personally, although it’s not possible to know 

for sure. 

 
David   Hate crime – It seems likely the criminals smashed up the caravan because 

of their hatred for the gypsy-traveller community 

 


